Salivary calculus?the offensive deposit upon and around the teeth?has of late years received a large share of practical attention from dentists, authors,, and others: but not to that extent which its peculiar importance demands. Its
It is computed that, from twenty-four to twenty-eight ounces of saliva, in quantity, is secreted into the mouth every twenty-four hours. It will, therefore, be observed, that the elements of the saliva, in the process of digestion, exert a more important position and influence than its apparent insignificance would lead the ordinary observer to suppose. Its elementary or constituent principles, in health, are mucilage, albumen, iron phosphate, and oxalate of lime, and phosphate of ammonia and magnesia, and alkaline in its nature. In disease, especially in aphthous children, and those under the influence of scrofulous, phthisical, and gout disease, the saliva is more or less acidified.
Chemical analysis shows the following composition of the soluble and insoluble matter which forms the basis of salivary calculus.
The constituents soluble in water?
Tribasic phosphate of soda, (3 Na 0, PO s,) 28 
